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This presen tation is aimed at early childhood  educators, and will showcase on DVD a 
philosophical communit y of inquiry in a pre-primary setting. There will be a det ailed 
exploration of the benefits of  philosophical inquiry for gifted young studen ts. 

Rae Hickman and Ali Roundtree  trained in 2005 as Level 1 teachers of  Philosoph y for 
Children. Rae immediately implemented the program with her pre-primary students, and 
as the school’s literacy specialist teacher , Ali recorded several philosophy sessions in 
action in her classroom . Rae will explain how she d ifferentiates her teaching in order to 
cater for various gifted and non -gifted young stud ents’ learning needs within this 
particular context.  

Young children are less able than older children to seek out an environment  that meets 
their needs and therefore it is essential that they are provided with a high quality 
environment in which to learn. Philosophy for Children is structured to be emotio nally 
nurturing whilst en couraging mental exploration . All opinions are  welcomed and valued . 
This is an en vironment that provides an opportunity for gif tedness to develop.  

Educators are often driven by the belief that, in order to progress, gifted students  must be 
in the company of like-minded peers. In their experience with Philosophy for Children 
Rae and Ali learned that high order discussion is poss ible in any classroom, and that 
gifted students will appreciate  and engage with the opinions o f their classmates  as equals. 
All children are innate philosophers , and all benefit from develop ing their speaking and 
listening skills, learning to agree or disagree respectfully and build ing on the  ideas of 
others. 

 

 


