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Australian 15 year olds are slipping down the 
world literacy rankings
“Australia's ranking in reading has gone down 
from 2003 and 2006 because there are fewer 
Australian students who can read at a high 
level, which is lowering the average," Professor 
Masters (Australian Council for Education 
Research) said.



Not because literacy standards have decreased
The education system was performing well 
overall, providing high quality and equity …
"Student performances appear to be less 
dependent on their socio-economic 
backgrounds than they were in the past," 



Julia Gillard said 
the results 
showed the 
decline in 
reading literacy 
was at the high-
achieving end 

and meant : 
“Quite a number of Australian 

kids are failing to reach their 
full potential.”







“Not all gifted students are talented 
readers 

not all talented readers are gifted 
students.”

Durking & Jackson, 
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LOGICAL SOLUTION

PROBLEM

take that student onto 
the next Stage or 
reading Level

Resourcing



LOGICAL SOLUTION

PROBLEM

Extend beyond Primary 
Exit Outcomes

Lack of Secondary 
training
Stay in your own area!



LOGICAL SOLUTION

PROBLEM

Choose their own 
novels

Plateau 
Skills development 
stops
Disengage in Secondary 











Content-based 
understanding
Knowledge is 
cumulative, linear, fact 
as opposed to opinion
Texts are either neutral 
or biased.
Language is fixed and 
the tool through which 
reality & truth are 
accessed.



Truth exists, and is 
accessible
Texts may be 
represented truthfully 
or falsely
Focus on context, 
intention and style of 
communication
Language is fixed

Examine meaning within 
texts
Purpose of text
Composer’s motives
Texts are not neutral
Questioning ways the text 
has been constructed
Analysing power of 
language





‘…Reading is not simply decoding symbols on 
a page. Reading is ‘a social practice, 
comprised of interpretive rules and events 
constructed and learned in institutions like 
schools, families and workplaces’ (Luke 1997)





















Education should not be the 
transference of information, nor the 

reproduction of value systems. 
Education has the urgent task of 

equipping people with the necessary 
‘thinking tools’ to make sense of the 
world, to enable them to understand 
and evaluate representations of the 

world. 
(Willeman 2002).


