
Overview  
Rationale : 

The intention  of  this presentation  is to  provide  educators  with  a  basic  understanding  of  
gifted  children  and  their  needs,  break  down  some  of  the  myths  and  misconceptions  
surrounding  gifted  children  and  to  provide  a  platform  for  launching  further  focus  and  

professional  development  in the  area  of  gifted  education  for  educators  and  the  school  
as a  whole .  

 

Target  Audience : 

Educators  within  a  pre -school,  primary  or secondary  school  setting . 

 

Duration :  

1 hour,  including  a  10 minute  question  and  answer  time  at  the  end . 

The presentation  can  be  given  in the  place  of  a  weekly  staff  meeting  or as a  1 hour  
special  presentation . 

 

Expectations : 

Through  the  exploration  and  dissemination  of  information  on  gifted  children,  the  presenter  

expects  to  challenge  attendees  as to  the  diversity  and  genuine  needs  that  gifted  
students  have .  
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12th to 18 th March 2017  

Gifted Awareness Week Australia was founded by 

the Australian Association for the Education of the 

Gifted and Talented (AAEGT) to raise awareness of 

the identification, support and learning needs of 

gifted children and to celebrate the dedication of 

individuals and educational bodies who are making 

a difference in the lives of gifted children and their 

families.  



2017 Theme  

Diversity:  

Recognise, Realise, Respond  



An overviewé 

»What is a gifted student?  

»Breaking down the myths.  

»Where do we start?  

»Effective teachers and collaboration.  

»But what does a gifted child need?  

»What policy? And what does it say?  

»Practical applications.  

»Review and reflect.  



Anxiety  

Capable of Achieving More  



What is gifted?   
ôGiftedness  is the  

possession of  natural  

abilities  or aptitudes  at  

levels significantly  beyond  

what  might  be  expected  

for  oneõs age,  in any  

domain  of  human  abilityõ. 
(DEST, 2013) 

 

Prevalent in up to 10% 

of the population.  

Gifts Catalysts  Talent?  Gifts Catalysts  Talent?  



Intellectual 

Giftedness  



Myths and Misconceptions  



Twice -Exceptional Children  
»Twice -exceptional (2E)= 2 exceptionalities.  

  

 

 

 

 

»2E learners  have  the  characteristics  of  gifted  

students  with  potential  for  high  performance,  

along  with  the  characteristics  of  students  with  

disabilities  who  struggle  with  many  aspects  of  

learning . (Brody  & Mills, 1997)  

Gifted  
Something 
else going 

on.  
2E 









What can be 
brought to the 
relationship?  

Teacher  

Parent  

Gifted  

Student  

Knowledge  
Experience  

Inspiration  
Feedback  

Discipline  Mindfulness  

Dedication  Wisdom  

Inspiration  
Feedback  

Dedication  
Wisdom  

History 

Feedback  

personality  
Innocence  

Thirst for  

knowledge  



ôThe teacher is one of the most 

important elements in an effective 
education for all studentsõ.  

(Quigley & Vialle, 2009)  



The researcher  concluded  that  ôSecondary  teachers  need  to  

be  more  aware  of  their  studentsõ preferences  if they  

are  to  adequately  respond  to  their  needsõ.  
(Vialle & Quigley, 2009)  

òSomeone who is kind and willing to accept your 
answers. They are humorous and explain things very 
well and in depth. They have a way of saying things that 
build into your memoriesó.   

òA good teacher is respectful to students and is fair, 
can understand their studentsõ needs and is always 
willing to help. Someone who isn't too hard and who is 
tries to teach in a fun wayó. 



ôYou have to  have a teacher  that  you can learn  with . You can't  
just  be bored . She needs to  be a nice teacher,  to  be like  
friendly  and helping. A good teacher  can't  be boring . It  has to  
be fun  and not  do work  all the  time . Because most teachers  
don't  do work  all ALL the  time . She needs to  be friendly . She 
needs to  sometimes just  let  you go outside  just  to  run on the  
grass or  get  your energy out . She needs to  make sure you don't  
do work  too  easy or  hard . Make sure it's  the  right  level. She 
needs to  help out  around the  school sometimes. A good teacher  
shouldn't  have to  nag you to  do something. A good teacher  is 
generous. A good teacher  gives you a choice, like  "you can do 
this,  or  you can choose this ." A good teacher  should sometimes 
let  you do a bit  of  art . Follows the  principal's  instruction  and 
does all the  work  the  principal  says. A teacher  helps you try  
and aim for  certificates  or  something like  that . A good teacher  
helps out  the  school. A good teacher  should always be healthy  
and not  have too  many lollies . A good teacher  has a good heart . 
 A good teacher  should sometimes be on bus dutyõ. 



1. Fun and humorous - 16 

2. Fair- 15 

3. Knowledgeable and teaching  

   to the students' level - 17 

4. Kind and Caring - 13 

Common Trends: (N=20)  

What wonderful conversations to 

have with students!  





1. Definition:  

 
Ç The adoption  of  Gagn®õs Differentiated  

Model  of  Giftedness  and  Talent . 

Ç The difference  between  the  two  terms 

ôgiftedõ and  ôtalentedõ. 

Ç The recognition  of  the  prevalence  of  

underachievement  in gifted  children .  



Identification : 
 
ÇProcess and  methods  of  identification . 

ÇSpecial  considerations  that  may  inhibit  

identification - such  as:  

Á masking ,   

Á low  SES students , 

Á those  with  a  learning  disability  



Responsibility : 
Ç Outlining  the  obligation  of  the  many  

stakeholders  across  multiple  levels for  

identifying  and  meeting  the  needs  of  gifted  

children,  their  families  and  their  teachers .  

Ç Ensuring that  a  whole  school  policy  is 

established,  along  with  a  KLA-Specific  policy  

where  appropriate . 

Ç Responsibility  of  the  Director  General  in 

overseeing  a  nominated  NSW senior officer  

responsible  for  development,  collaboration  

and  consultation  in the  education  of  gifted  

and  talented  students . 



Collaboration : 

 
ÇBetween  school  and  home  

ÇBetween  teachers  and  heads  of  

school  

ÇBetween  schools  across regions .  



Practical  Strategies : 
ÇUse of differentiation and modifying the 

curriculum  

 

ÇEnrichment - specialist activities/extension 

teaching outside the curriculum.  

 

ÇGrouping with like minds and mentor work.  

 

ÇUse pre-tests and off -level testing.  

 

ÇTechnology and online learning.  

 

ÇAcceleration such as early entry, full grade, single 

subject.  

   



Practical Applications beyond 

the policyé 



»How has your understanding of gifted children and 

their needs changed after this presentation?  

»Which students in your class( es) could be identified 

as gifted, despite their current achievement levels?  

»Which practices can you begin to implement 

within your classroom to cater to the needs of 

gifted children?  

»How can you support or adopt a policy for 

meeting the needs of gifted children within your 

school?  

 

 

 



Further professional 

developmenté 

 



12th to 18 th March 2017  

Gifted Awareness Week Australia was founded by 

the Australian Association for the Education of the 

Gifted and Talented (AAEGT) to raise awareness of 

the identification, support and learning needs of 

gifted children and to celebrate the dedication of 

individuals and educational bodies who are making 

a difference in the lives of gifted children and their 

families.  



Gifted Awareness Week Founding Statement  

Gifted  children  think  differently . They often  approach  
problems  in a  more  creative  and  divergent  fashion  

than  the  majority  of  their  age  peers . This does  not  make  

them  more  special  than  anyone  else ð indeed  some  

would  argue  it makes  them  more  needy . Giftedness  is 

not  elitist. It is not  gender -specific,  nor  overrepresented  

in any  one  cultural  group  or socio -economic  status. 

Giftedness  is not  always  free  from  a  learning  disability . It 

does  not  guarantee  happiness  or success; it is not  a  

golden  lottery  ticket . Gifted  children  are  rarely  
prodigies  or geniuses .   

Of  course  all  children  are  gifts, all  children  have  gifts, 

but  not  all children  are  ôgiftedõ in the  sense in which  

that  term  is employed  in the  research  literature : having  
natural  ability  in the  top  10% of  their  age  cohort é  



Gifted Awareness Week Founding Statement cont.  

éChildren  who  are  gifted  need  to  have  their  needs  
met  at  school  on  a  full-time  basis ð not  just at  chess club  

every  second  Wednesday  or at  out -of -school  gifted  

workshops . Gifted  students  are  gifted  all  day,  every  

day . Since gifted  students  are  a  heterogeneous  group,  

each  requires  specifically  targeted  adjustments  to  their  

educational  program .   

Children  who  are  gifted  face  being  misunderstood  and  

isolated  or becoming  disengaged  when  their  learning  

needs  are  not  met . In his keynote  address  at  the  2015 
National  Gifted  Conference,  Geoff  Masters,  Chief  

Executive  of  the  Australian  Council  for  Educational  

Research  (ACER), presented  extensive  data  on  

Australiaõs growing  bank  of  NAPLAN resultsé 



Gifted Awareness Week Founding Statement cont.  

éIn each  year  of  school,  the  most  advanced  10 per  
cent  of  students  are  five  to  six years  ahead  of  the  least  

advanced  10 per  cent . As a  society,  our  vision should  

be  to  guide  and  educate  all  children  by  meeting  each  

one  at  their  own  level . Masters  determines  that,  òThe 

learning  needs  of  the  highest -performing  students  in our  

schools  are  often  not  well  addressed  due  to  the  failure  

to  recognise  true  variability  in studentsõ levels of  

capability  and  achievementó. Our  nation  should  be  

endeavouring  to  nurture  giftedness  in all domains,  
ensuring  we  celebrate  intellectual  giftedness  in the  

classroom  in the  same  manner  that  we  celebrate  

athletic  giftedness  on  the  sporting  field  and  musical  

giftedness  in the  school  orchestra é   



Gifted Awareness Week Founding Statement cont.  

Of  the  37 universities in Australia  which  offer  education  at  

the  undergraduate  level,  only  3 currently  have  a  

compulsory,  stand -alone  gifted  education  unit  within  their  

undergraduate  programs . To support  our  educators  and  

provide  necessary  professional  development  in gifted  

education,  we  need  to  collaborate  as a  nation,  explicitly  

incorporating  gifted  into  our  curriculum,  teaching  

standards,  under -graduate  studies and  on -going  post -

graduate  professional  development .    

Gifted  Awareness  Week  Australia  was  founded  in 2015 by  

the  Australian  Association  for the  Education  of the  Gifted  

and  Talented  (AAEGT) to raise  awareness  of the  

identification,  support  and  learning  needs  of gifted  

children  and  to celebrate  the  dedication  of individuals  

and  educational  bodies  who  are  making  a positive  

difference  in the  lives  of gifted  children  and  their  families .  



In closingé 

Adam Spencer  

Closing Statement  

2015 GATSTA Conference  
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